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Dear Forest User:

The Mt. Baker Ranger District is inviting public comment on a proposed Plan of Operations at
the Excelsior Mine. We are scoping for issues to help set the scope of the actions, alternatives,
and effects to be considered.

Background

Prospectors discovered the Great Excelsior mineralization in 1900. Two years later, the mine
was incorporated and miners constructed a 20-stamp mill to recover gold by crushing, gravity
concentration, and mercury amalgamation. In 1905, the mill was rebuilt around a gold-
cyanidation process in an attempt to increase recovery rates; however, cyaniding failed to
improve recovery and the mine was shut down in 1916. The claims were re-staked in 1922 by H
E. Barnes who maintained the claims until 1960. In 1966 the exploration division of American
Smelting and Refining Company (Asarco) re-staked the excelsior deposit as the “Wells Creek
Group”. They determined that the deposit was sub-economic under market conditions at that
time. Doug McFarland, current mine claimant, re-staked the Wells Creek group in 1972. From
the early 70s to the early 90s numerous core drill holes were completed along with geologic
mapping, geophysical, and geochemical surveys. In recent years, the mine has seen little activity,
mostly consisting of sampling and underground mine repairs.

In 2013, the district received a plan of operations to improve access on the upper and lower roads
(Forest Service Road 3700-031), and to conduct mineral sampling at the Excelsior Mine. The
district sent scoping announcements to local Tribal Governments and interested parties. Due to
environmental concerns connected with re-opening the “lower road,” the project was put on hold
until a geotechnical review could occur and more information was obtained from the claimant.
The current plan of operations only includes the use and maintenance of the “upper road”, mine
maintenance, and a scaled back sampling program as compared with the 2013 plan of operations.

Purpose and Need

The purpose for this project is to minimize environmental impacts to surface resources by
regulating impacts connected with the claimant’s plan to improve access, open a collapsed mine
portal, and conduct underground sampling.

The need for the Forest Service to take this action is to comply with the legal requirements that
respond to the claimant’s reasonable Plan of Operations, and to ensure that “operations are
conducted so as, where feasible, to minimize adverse environmental impacts on National Forest
surface resources” (36 CFR 228.4). In addition, there is also a need for compliance with the Mt.
Baker-Snoqualmie Land and Resource Management Plan goal to “provide for exploration,
development, and production of mineral and energy resources while minimizing effects on the
surface resources” (MBS Forest Plan, p. 4-136).
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